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www.slowroad.it An artistic road 

 

Slow Road is a project conceived and organized by  La Macina di San 

Cresci in collaboration with the Municipality of Greve in Chianti, 

Tuscany Region, University of Florence, Design Faculty. The 

project has recently been selected by the Ministry of Cultural 

Heritage as one of the most interesting projects for the enhancement 

of the territory.   
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SLOW  ROAD 
 

A N  A R T I S T I C  R OA D  

 

SLOW ROAD is a experimental project for an integrated artistic route on a example area of Greve 

in Chianti.  

A format that aims to enhance the territory through contemporary art, train and bring young 

people to the world of work, enhance local production activities and increase the use of the routes. 

It is considered a challenge because it brings together more subjects, apparently distant from each 

other, but in the same territorial ecosystem. 

 

Slow Road is a route of about eight kilometers that develops in the natural amphitheater between 

the Museum of San Francesco, Montefioralle, the Pieve di San Cresci, Greve in Chianti. Along the 

way, works of design - art to be used - have been placed to enhance a local material: terracotta,  

involving the University of Architecture in Florence dip. Design and terracotta Furnaces. 

 

 

The places that the route connects are already historically and intrinsically linked and interrelated. 

It is the land of Giovanni da Verrazzano and Amerigo Vespucci. The route then makes possible for 

these places, once so closely related and depending, to relive in the present, offering us an 

important key to understanding what are the deeper roots of this territory and the events and 

dynamics that brought these places to their current appearance. Nature is certainly the main 

partner and interlocutor and element for many artistic inspirations along ancient paths. 

 

The area has indeed a great interest from the point of view of landscape, architectural, historical 

and artistic. 

The ring is a natural amphitheater and  joins the nerve centers: Greve in Chianti with its square of 

the market in which is placed the "Torso winged" by Igor Mitoraj, the ancient Franciscan hospice 

today Sacred Art Museum of San Francesco, Montefioralle, one of the most beautiful villages in Italy 

and San Cresci with its Romanesque church and La Macina - residence for artists. 

 

The project also includes works of international artists that  will be invited to 

interpret the route  finalizing their time to the production of photographic 

compositions, video, performance, dance, painting, mix media. 
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In this historical-architectural and natural context is to add an artistic and cultural life already active with 

the many shows held at the Museum of San Francesco, the continued incursion of international artists 

for the presence of the residence, the experience of the atelier of local artists, the artistic versatility of 

the Pieve di San Cresci (place that welcomed exhibitions like "Untitled" by Jannis Kounellis as part of 

Tuscia Electa and in the most recent period the objects of extreme value of Ettore Sottsass). This route  

also helds many  events  of the tradition during the year. 

 

GOALS 

 

- Enhancing the territory through contemporary art that contribute to increasing attention and 

awareness of the “genius loci”. 

- Enhance and upgrade the containers of art and places of interest from the point of view of history, art 

and nature, along the way. A cultural aspect continued over time, in anticipation of an annual enrich of  

the territory with new installations and works by emerging and well-known artists. The intent of the 

project is to create a circuit of art: "The ways of art in Chianti". 

- Increasing the usability of the routes to national and international level. 

- Create synergies among institutions, public and private associations.  

- Establish a mapping of places dedicated to art not just in their own right but connected to a circuit. 

- To promote a cultural tourism. 

- Educating to respect and care of public places. The area in question must be regarded as a garden, cared 

by the residents and by the Administration through aesthetic rules and decorum and respected by visitors 

and tourists. 

 

The area has a flow of visitors interested in the emotions of beauty. This is a requirement that 

spontaneously arose from the desire to live in a place resting the foot on it. The project aims, in this early 

stage, to respond to these needs . 

Visiting the various locations it is easy to get information on restaurants, shops, museums ... 

but what if an avid art traveler wants to know and interact with local artists? 

SLOW ROAD will provide, through a map, an information booklet and the website, the coordinates 

to reach and discover unusual and fascinating places: the artist's studios. 

It will therefore be possible to have easy access to the ateliers simply by connecting to the website, 

contacting the artist and arranging an appointment. 

The map contains brief historical information on the main points of the route: Greve in Chianti, 

Montefioralle, Museum of San Francesco, Pieve di San Cresci; the location of the five terracotta relax 

areas, with references to the Impruneta and Greve in Chianti historical furnaces, project partners, 

with indication of the designer ; the artist studios in the area. The map aims to be an instrument of 

knowledge of the artistic realities insistent on the road; the goal is to stimulate a new and more 

participatory approach to contemporary art. 

 

The website contains all the most important information on the route and the works that 

international artists have created inspired by the road. 
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EXPECTED RESULTS 

 

Cultural: 

Through the intervention in the territory will qualify the cultural offer. The users will be able to approach 

directly the new languages of the contemporary and at the same time be leaders and take ownership of a 

territory through an itinerary for the art open and livable and discovering it with the help of maps, videos, 

signs and catalogs.  

A new "exploration" which aims to enhance the area and educate even the respect and care of public 

places. Not only the production of works, but a sharing of experiences between the community, the 

artists and the world of work. 

 The project will also help to weave new relationships between different languages of contemporary 

culture; in fact it brings together art and design, media-visual and photography, and interacts with other 

artistic expressions in the area. 

A new stimulus to contemporary which aims to jump over the boundaries of the area in question and be 

an incentive for the use of other artistic sites in the region. 

 

Training: 

Involving teaching is a finalization of the project, not alternative but to that specific context and heritage 

and tourism sectors. The Students of the School of Architecture worked in a design finalized.  

Through the realization of the works they was been able to interact with companies and glimpse the 

possibility of new job opportunities for young people. 

 

Economic and social: 

The project can help to create an offer artistic and cultural complementary to that present. More and 

more travelers like to visit a territory walking a route and it is necessary  to offer an  added value, this will 

ensure that the route to become an attraction that can catalyze new users. 

This can result in an increase in attendance and exchange national and international tourism, with an 

economic impact in the hospitality industry and trade. 

The disclosure of the documentation through the channels we have consolidated (IIC, Embassies) will be 

an additional tool to attract and induction to travel. 

 For the terracotta companies can be an opportunity to diversify the types and sales markets; terracotta 

currently going through a crisis of identity, perhaps even for choices not always suited to the plastic 

possibilities of the material. 
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